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Opportunities and a legacy 
– those were Eva Lind’s hope 
for the BSU scholarships that 
would be established in her 
family’s name following her 
death. In 1998, her expec-
tation was expressed in the 
form of the largest gift, over 
$409,000, ever given by an 
individual to help BSU stu-
dents achieve their academic 
goals. Since then, the Lind 
scholarships in elementary 
education, mass communica-
tion, and visual arts are pre-
sented each year.

Joshua Christensen, one of 15 
undergraduates who received 
a 2008-09 Roy and Eva Lind 
Scholarship, fully understands 
the opportunity he’s been 
given. 

The Department of Mass 
Communication set aside one 
award this year to fund a stu-
dent who would work at the 
2008 Democratic National 
Convention in Denver. A 
senior from Ramsey, with 
majors in both mass commu-
nication and political science, 
Christensen earned the schol-
arship through a competitive 
selection process.

“This was a life-changing 
experience,” Christensen says. 
“When I was notified about 
the scholarship, I remem-
ber asking my family, ‘What 
if this changes everything?’ 
and I think it has. This was 
about being a professional, 
especially since I was able to 
do fieldwork in the media. It 
affected me personally and 

professionally. It gave me 
confidence and motivation.”

Prior to the convention, he 
attended meetings to learn 
about the operation of the 
political event and covered 
protests for Denver’s ABC 
affiliate KMGH-TV, shoot-
ing video and blogging on 
their website. He also fina-
gled press credentials to hear 
former President Bill Clinton 
address the delegates, see Joe 
Biden accept the vice presi-
dential nomination, and watch 
the eventual party nominee, 
Barack Obama, make a sur-
prise appearance.

Those experiences fit well 
into Christensen’s career 
aspirations, which include a 
dream job covering the politi-
cal beat as a TV journalist in 
Washington, DC. He fully 
understands that he needs 
to earn this type of assign-
ment by starting in a small 
market, gaining experience 
as a reporter, and working his 
way through the system.

He started building his pro-
fessional base in Bemidji. In 
the three years since transfer-
ring to campus from Anoka 
Ramsey Community Col-
lege, he has volunteered and 
worked at Lakeland Public 
Television. At the station, he 
has shot video, created news 
packages, conducted inter-
views, and performed behind-
the-scenes jobs. For campus 
station KBSU-TV, he staffs 
the master control console for 
hockey broadcasts and pro-
vides on-air talent for basket-
ball games.
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Eva Lind

Life-changingLegacy

“This was a life-changing experience. 
When I was notified about the schol-
arship, I remember asking my family, 

‘What if this changes everything?’ and 
I think it has. This was about being a 

professional, especially since I was able 
to do fieldwork in the media. It affected 

me personally and professionally. It gave 
me confidence and motivation.”

Joshua Christensen
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Fulfilling the opportunity 
component of Eva Lind’s 
vision, Christensen is now 
beginning to carry out the 
expectation part of the for-
mula as one of 220 students 
receiving a Lind scholarship 
in the past decade. These 
“Lind alumni” are teaching 
fourth graders, writing news 
stories, and creating ceram-
ics. They also are early child-
hood educators, public rela-
tions specialists, and studio 
photographers. They work 
in clinics, ad agencies, and 
university systems.

The recipients are working 
in communities in three for-
eign countries and 14 states, 
from Soldotna, AK, to Coral 
Gables, FL, and from Bur-
bank, CA, to Leesville, SC. 
The majority remain in Min-
nesota, living in cities from 
Alexandria to Zimmerman.

Eva was born and raised near 
Bagley in a family originally 
from Sweden. She graduated 
from Bemidji State in 1928 
and taught on the Iron Range 
for a few years before moving 
west. She married Roy, a car-
penter, in Great Falls, MT, 
where she continued teach- 800,000
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Legacy
ing for 38 years. After retir-
ing, the couple returned to 
Minnesota. Roy, who died in 
1996, and Eva created the gift 
to the University as part of the 
dispensation of their estate.

“I would thank her and her 
husband, with all my heart for 
giving me this once-in-a-life-
time experience and giving 
other students their oppor-
tunities as well,” Christensen 
mentions when asked what 
he might say to the Linds if 
they were alive today. “It will 
help my career to say I got 
the scholarship to work at 
the convention and that will 
create more opportunities in 
the future.”

It also completes the equation 
the Linds envisioned when 
establishing their endow-
ment: opportunities + expec-
tations = legacies.
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1500 Birchmont Drive NE
Bemidji, MN 56601-2699

Keep updated on BSU events. Go to “Events Calendar” at www.bemidjistate.edu

Academic Advising and Registration 
FRESHMEN (Fridays)

March 20
March 27
April 17
April 24
June 26

TRANSFER STUDENTS (Fridays)
April 3
May 15
June 19
July 24

January 31
Featuring Jazz I and vocalists
For More Details - 218-755-2915  

January 1  Summer Session Class Schedule On Line
January 12  Spring Semester Classes Begin
February 6  Summer Session Class Schedule Available in Print
March 2  Summer School Registration Begins
March 12-13  Early Childhood Mega Conference
March 20-21; March 27-29  Spring Musical, "Cabaret"
April 8  Student Scholarship and Creative Achievement Conference
May 8  Commencement

CampusCalendar
Campus Preview

Friday, January 23
Friday, January 30
Monday, February 2 - Transfer Preview Day
Friday, February 15
Monday, March 16
Friday, April 3
Monday, April 20 - Junior Preview Day

ADMISSIONS


